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SIGMA XI'S PROGRESS 

Our Society has had an interesting history. Founded in 1886 at 
Cornell University with the definite, stated purpose of fostering 
research, it has grown until it now numbers thirty-seven chapters 
established in all of the prominent colleges and universities of the 
country and in a few research organizations. In addition, Sigma Xi 
clubs have been formed in certain educational institutions and in 
cities where a sufficient number of Sigma Xi alumni reside. 

In the early years of the Society, those undergraduates were 
chosen to membership who had given promise of ability along the 
lines of extending research, whether they had actually done any 
research work or not. As the years have passed, one after another 
of the chapters has decided to elect to active membership only 
those undergraduates who have actually done a piece of research 
work, and to associate membership those who have shown ability 
along those lines. The majority of the chapters are now following 
that plan, and new charters are granted with the limitation that 
undergraduates are to be elected to associate membership only. 

The next step which the Society took in the promotion of 
research was the actual support of research work. This number 
of the Quarterly gives a report of the sub-committee of the 
Executive Committee to which was assigned the responsibility of 
developing the movement for the establishment of Sigma Xi 
Fellowships. During the current academic year the Sigma Xi 
Society has been supporting some research work in genetics, and the 
preliminary report from the holder of the first Fellowship will be 
found in the June number. 

The most recent step which marks the advance of Sigma Xi 
was the action at the Toronto Convention in granting a charter to a 
group of workers at McGill University, thus giving to the Society 
the character of an international organization. For several years, 
the Executive Committee has been considering inquiries from 
groups of research men at institutions outside the borders of the 
United States, both from Canada and from Europe. The granting 
of a charter to McGill marks the beginning of further expanse of the 
influence of our Society. 

The march of events thus indicates that the founders of our 
organization builded well. The growth in numbers and in influence 
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during thirty-six years has been gradual, but constant. That is the 
way things grow that are sure to endure. Active and alumni 
members of the organization may view with enthusiastic confidence 
the development of the Society of the Sigma Xi. The national 
officers desire to keep in intimate and constant toych with the 
entire membership. When we all work together, there is no 
limit to the splendid work an organization like this can accomplish 
in helping to foster and maintain the research spirit in the develop- 
ing generations. 



